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abstract: For centuries, the study of metonymy and metaphor
has been regarded purely a matter of style and rhetoric. In
addition to that, research into metonymic relationship
traditionally has been put only second to the phenomenon of
metaphor. However, things have changed a little over the past
decades. Especially after Lakoff/ Johnson had published their
influential work on metaphor and conceptualization (
Metaphors we live by , 1980) research into cognitive aspects of
language gained more ground in linguistics. Deeper insight
into the way we structure our perception of the world has led
to the conclusion that both, metaphor and metonymy, must be
regarded as cognitive phenomena. As such they illustrate the
fact that fundamental cognitive abilities and experientially
derived cognitive models have direct and pervasive linguistic
manifestations (Langacker, 1993, p.1) and, conversely, that by
ways of...
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