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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Compleat Cladist: A Primer of Phylogenetic
Procedures In writing this workbook, we have strived to follow in the tradition of Brooks et al. (1984) of
providing a guide to basic phylogenetic techniques as we now understand them. The field of phylogenetics has
undergone many changes, some philosophical and some empirical, in the last 10 years. We hope to reflect
some of these changes in this workbook. The workbook is arranged in a manner roughly functional and
pedagogical. The sophisticated reader, for example, might question why we spend so much time with exercises
(in Chapter 2) that do not really reflect the way real phylogenetic analysis is performed or why so much space is
given to Hennig Argumentation and Wagner algorithms (Chapter 4) when they are either not a part of modem
computer algorithms or, at best, are only a starting point for finding the best hypothesis of common ancestry
for the particular data analyzed. Our answer, perhaps constrained by our own histories, is that this approach
seems to help at least some students learn phylogenetics. Because we can only touch on the most basic topics
and provide exercises for only a few of these, we invite the student to explore the original literature; we have
cited sources in the body of the text and called attention to some papers in the Chapter Notes and References
sections at the end of each chapter. The absence of a paper in the text or in the Notes section is no reflection on
the worth of the paper. A compilation of all of the useful papers relating to phylogenetics is quite beyond the
scope of this workbook. In...
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