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.Newton so universal a reputation, relate to the system of the
world, to light, to geometrical infinities; and, lastly, to
chronology, with which he used to amuse himself after the
fatigue of his severer studies. I will now acquaint you (without
prolixity if possible) with the few things I have been able to
comprehend of all these sublime ideas. With regard to the
system of our world, disputes were a long time maintained, on
the cause that turns the planets, and keeps them in their orbits:
and on those causes which make all bodies here below descend
towards the surface of the earth. The system of Descartes,
explained and improved since his time, seemed to give a
plausible reason for all those phenomena; and this reason
seemed more just, as it is simple and intelligible to all capacities.
But in philosophy, a student ought...
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