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Servicel Summary: The Historical Society of Washington, D.C., an educational and cultural institution serving
the residents of metropolitan Washington, presents Growing Up in Washington, D.C.: An Oral History, a book of
memories excerpted from dozens of oral history interviews about childhood in Washington during the
twentieth century. Telling stories of the past-from playing soccer on the National Mall to visiting the Zoo, from
marching in inaugural parades to riding the roller coasters at Suburban Gardens-residents from all four
quadrants of the city, from different racial and religious backgrounds, have documented the vital history of our
nation's capital in their hearts and minds. In this collection, they share their personal experiences of attending
school, celebrating holidays, playing games with friends, riding the streetcars and metro, and growing up in
families and neighborhoods that, early on, shaped the course of their lives. Their fascinating tales and
anecdotes provide a window into the city's development as seen through the innocent, yet discerning, eyes of its
children. lllustrated with historic images of city life, such as eating at the Hot Shoppes and ice skating on the
mall, and of recognizable local landmarks, such as Hains Point, the fun house at Glen Echo, and Rock Creek
Park, Growing Up in Washington, D.C. brings to life the people and places that have helped to create the city's
singular character. A one-of-a-kind testament to the variety of life in the great capital of the United States, this
collection of personal childhood stories and vintage photographs offers a wealth of perspectives on growing up
in Washington during the twentieth century.
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