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Hearing Before the Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and Space of the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation United Stated States Senate, One Hundred Third Congress, First Session, May 27,
1993 The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:15 a.m., in room SD-628, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon.
John D. Rockefeller IV (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. Staff members assigned to this hearing:
Patrick H. Windham, professional staff member; and Louis C. Whitsett, minority staff counsel. Opening
Statement of Senator Rockfeller Senator Rockefeller. Welcome to all of you. Thank you for coming. Some of
you are from across the country, and others from places closer. This hearing is the first in a series that Senator
Burns and | want to have on a critical question and that is: How can advanced technologies help meet major
needs of our nation, ranging from civil infrastructure to, in fact, health care and, generally, to economic
competitiveness? We believe, both of us, very strongly that Federal research programs have responsibility to
help private industry where that is appropriate. And the states can improve their prosperity and their public
welfare through this. Civil infrastructure is a fitting subject to start with at a time when Federal and State
budgets are tight, but our population is growing. Governments everywhere are under pressure to find better
and to find less expensive ways to provide essential infrastructure projects such as highways, bridges, and
water systems. The value of the Nation s public works infrastructure is reported to be $2.7 trillion. That is
everything in the way of roads, bridges, highways, water systems, sewer systems, and the rest...
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